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Asia, Africa, and America between rooo and 1500; to show the relationship
between this medieval expansion and the later expansion of the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries; and to assess the degree to which the new
information gained about the world was actually absorbed into European
scholarly theory and popular conceptions. I believe he accomplishes his
first two goals better than the third.
His wide-ranging jaunts through the labyrinth of medieval travel,
including commerce and the crusades, the Mongol invasions and
European response, Christian missionaries in China, Arab as well as
Western merchant activities, and the explorations of the Vikings, leave
the reader somewhat out of breath but with the realization that there was
more going on than meets the casual eye. Sometimes Phillips temporarily
loses the reader due to unnecessary flashbacks and name-dropping, but
on the whole it is an enlightening journey. I think he makes a good case
for the proposition that this medieval expansion led directly to the more
famous voyages of the Renaissance, that the fifteenth- and sixteenthcentury explorers built directly and sometimes consciously on the
achievements of their predecessors, and that the Renaissance expansion
was a new phase of the earlier expansion rather than a new start itsel£
His chapter entitled "Scholarship and the Imagination" seems to me the
weakest part of the book, not that it doesn't recognize the intellectual
-difficulty Europeans had in understanding the outside world, but that it
fails to convey to the reader an adequate recognition of the complexity of
the problems of intercultural comprehension and assimilation.
The Medieval Expansion of Europe contains an adequate and up-todate bibliography, but the four largely illegible maps are totally inadequate
for this subject. Also, the binding of the paperback version is disgracefully
flimsy. For the price, Oxford University Press ought to have done better.
De Lamar Jensen
Brigham Young University

M. Beresford and J. G . Hurst, eds., Deserted Medieval Villages, Alan
Sutton, 1989, 340 pp., ill., maps, $48 .00.
Deserted Medieval Villages is a good example of what can be achieved
when historians and archaeologists work together on a subject of mutual
interest-in this case deserted medieval villages and settlements in the
British Isles. M. Beresford and J. G. Hurst organize their presentation
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around the major regions of England (Part One), Scotland (Part Two),
Wales (Part Three), and Ireland (Part Four). The English evidence
requires more than two-thirds of the book, thus reflecting how much
more often English villages were deserted and the correspondingly
greater research interest in the desertion phenomenon among English
historians and archaeologists. The material under each region is further
subdivided into reviews of historical and archaeological evidence, including,
with the exception of Scotland, a gazetteer of deserted sites.
The present edition of the work is, in fact, a reprint without
change-apart from a brief introduction by the editors (xix-xx)-of the
1971 volume of the same name originally published by Lutterworth Press.
The new publisher's intent was to produce a revised and updated edition,
but the editors felt that the task was "too formidable." This is understandable, but given the research since 1971 on deserted villages in Britain, one
wonders why they did not seek out a new coeditor willing to undertake
the necessary revision.
Beresford's introductory chapter (chap. 1) provides a detailed summary of historical research to 1968 on the causes of village desertion in
England. In particular, rather than blaming solely the Black Death, the
chapter stresses the long-term (ca. noo-1700) "universal factors" behind
desertion, such as population contraction, changes in agricultural production and land tenure arrangements, and the effects of productive
changes in the medieval cloth industry.
Hurst's chapter (chap. 2) on archaeological research complements
Beresford's historical synthesis in its focus on the material life of settlements before desertion. A picture emerges of perpetual change in the layout
and plans of buildings and communities, and, at the same time, of a world
that, in economic terms, was not as close to the margin of absolute subsistence as often imagined. This is the advantage of archaeology: it may not
shed light on particular events, but it can reveal the hidden and longterm rhythms of daily life so often ignored in research on the Middle Ages.
The sections on Scotland, Wales, and Ireland are relatively brief,
reflecting the limited research to 1968 devoted to desertion in these
regions. Nevertheless, the evidence gathered indicates that socio-economic
conditions in Scottish, Welsh, and Irish settlements and the causes,
extent, and chronology of their desertion were significantly different
from the medieval English experience. The authors attribute this chiefly
to differences in climate, production, and socio-political conditions.
The book is very British in style, and it is taken for granted that the
reader is intimately familiar with the British landscape and local British
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history. The various tables on deserted sites are also not as accessible as
they might be for the uninitiated reader.

R. Bruce Hitchner
University of Dayton

Marie Therese Flanagan, Irish Society, Anglo-Norman Settlers, Angevin
Kingship: Interactions in Ireland in the Late Twelfth Century, Clarendon
Press, 1989, ix, 350 pp., biblio., index, $74.00.
How did Anglo-Normans become involved in Ireland, and what
role did they play? How did King Henry II come to take a hand, and
what was his role? What were the results of these intrusions into Irish
affairs? These are the questions with which Marie Therese Flanagan is
concerned in this carefully argued, detailed study of the first generation
of English politics in Ireland. Despite the title, Irish Society, AngloNorman Settlers, Angevin Kingship: Interactions in Ireland in the Late
Twelfth Century, there is little of "society" or "settlers" here. The book
emphasizes the interaction of kingship and lordship, Irish and English,
in the late twelfth century.
_
The book's primarily narrative approach is appropriate. Flanagan
devotes an initial chapter to relations between the Irish church and the
archbishops of Canterbury as the context of the bull Laudabiliter of n55.
She then concentrates on the period beginning in n66, when Diarmait
Mac Murchada appealed to Henry II for aid in recovering the kingdom
of Leinster and offered his daughter along with the succession to his
throne to Richard fitz Gilbert, called Strongbow. Events are followed in
detail from n66 through the end of the reign of Henry II, then more
sketchily through the reigns of Richard I and John.
A few major points underlie the narrative. One is that the Irish and
the English situations were individually complex, and interactions
between them were all the more so; indeed, they were complicated even
further by Welsh, continental, papal, and occasionally even Scottish considerations. Another point is that the differences between Irish practices
and concepts and Anglo-Norman and Angevin practices and concepts
were considerably less than scholars have often thought, certainly not so
great as to prevent a great deal of mutual understanding. Thus, the
arrangements made between the Irish and the English could be understood by the former in the context of their own legal concepts while the

